PAPER

Paper can be made from different materials. Brand new paper is usually made from trees. The second source of papermaking material is recycled fibre. Each year, more and more paper is recycled - its fibres used a second, third and fourth time. Some special sorts of paper,
such as stationery and  money, are made from linen, cotton and other plants.

Paper is specified by its characteristics. The main ones are: weight, bulk(thickness), opacity, colour, and finish.
The weight of paper is measured in grams per square meter (g/m²).
Bulk or thickness of paper – rough papers are likely to be thicker than smooth papers of the same weight.
Opacity  - if we say that paper is opaque, it means it doesn' t allow the light to pass through. It is influenced by both weight and bulk – the heavier and thicker the paper is, the more fibres there are blocking the passage of light.

The colour of paper is determined by dyes added during the papermaking process.

The finish of paper is treatment of its surface.
The use of paper – paper can be divided according to its use.
Paper is used:

· to store and communicate information – newspapers, books, documents, and writing paper;
· to transport and protect food – packaging, cartons, tetrapacks (Tetra-pak);
· for personal hygiene – tissues, napkins, toilet paper;
· writing paper;
· printing paper;
· label paper is used for labels;
· wrapping paper is used for packaging and wrapping;
· cardboard  is used for folders, boxes;
· paper for banknotes – it is often produced from cotton.
